
II\L Tj~ 0 d~cL'", 6 15/2.013

C L arm pans so ar pro-eet
Offices, Quarters To Be Powered By Alternative Energy

BANKING ON NATURAL RESOURCE

sanjay Ojha ITNN

Ranchi: Central Mine
Planning and Design Insti-
tute (CMPDI), a subsidiary
of Coal India Limited (CIL),
has plans touse solar energy
to light up offices and
residential colonies of dif-
ferent subsidiaries of its
parent organization. It will
also extend to mining areas
later.

CMPDIwill start it on a
pilot project basis from its
headquarters and residen-
tial colonies in Ranchi.

Chairman and manag-
ing director of CMPDIA K
Debnath said recently they
have even entered into an
agreement with a Gujarat-
based public sector under-
taking to get technological
help and instruments for the
work.

"We have noticed that
there is good potential to

harness solar energy to
light up our offices and resi-
dential colonies. This is be-
cause there are many high
rise buildings which will be
able to absorb sunlight. We
can get adequate light to
generate electricity for at
least 10months in a year,"

said Debnath.
If solar energy is proper-

ly tapped then the company
expects that they will beable
to save at least 40%of the to-
tal electricity bill every
month. "We will start in-
stalling solar panels on ev-
ery building's rooftop and

try to make it reach the
rooms," Debnath said.

Talking about other ben-
efits of the initiative he said
since huge solar panels will
be installed on rooftops the
buildings will be saved from
direct sunrays.

"Even during peak sum-
mer months, the rooms on
the top floor of the buildings
will be cool. It will reduce
the use of air condition and
thus help cut cost," he said.
. Sources in the state-run

coalminer's subsidiary said
once the project is success-
fully tested at its headquar-
ters the organization will
ask all the subsidiary com-
panies of CILto followit and
saveon electricity bill.

However,no onewas able
to quantify the exact
amount that will be savedby
CILper month if all offices
and mines across the coun-
try start using solar energy.


